Immunity and exposure to hepatitis A virus in pre-adolescent children from a multi-ethnic inner city area.
Seroprevalence data among ethnic minority groups within England and Wales are rare. An opportunistic approach was taken to test residual oral fluid, collected from pre-adolescent school children from an ethnically diverse region of northwest England, for anti-hepatitis A virus (HAV) IgG. Individual data on ethnicity and country of birth were also available. Of the 257 children who consented to participate, 62% were of South Asian ethnic origin. The overall seroprevalence was 18.8%, higher than 13.1% reported from a recent population-based survey in England and Wales among a mainly Caucasian population of the same age. The only factor significantly associated with HAV seropositivity in a multivariable logistic regression model was birth of the child abroad. Association with the place of birth of the child, but not that of the parent indicates that infection within this group occurs mainly abroad. Larger studies among ethnic minority groups are needed to investigate this claim further.